
GCDS HIGHLIGHTS – SEPTEMBER 18, 2021 

DURING OUTDOOR EDUCATION, WE INCORPORATE ALL 

ACADEMICS WHILE HAVING FUN!! 

STEM:  The tactile and sensory experiences of    MATH:  While creating 

gardening helps children self-regulate.  It helps children     the edge of the garden, we 
begin to work independently as they plant seeds.      measured and counted  
The children are focusing on STEM while gardening.     the number of blocks that will  
                                                                                                                                                    fit around the garden. 
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SCIENCE:  Playdough  helps children develop   

eye/hand coordination and build concepts of form  

and shape.   While making playdough, the children are  

focusing on science and creativity.    

       

 

 

Art:  The children can express their individuality, 

experiences, and knowledge through a variety of  
objects and materials.         
        
         

Science and Nature:   
We love to explore at GCDS! 

   

 

Creative Play develops children’s confidence,   

language, physical and thinking skills as well as  

imagination.  

          
 

 



SCHOOL NEWS 
 

I. Drop Off and Pick Up  

A. Times will be pre-arranged via sign-up genius the Tuesday before the 

following week.   

B. When you pick up and drop off, you have a 30-minute window to pick up 

and drop off your child. 

a) Arrival 

1. The time is between 6:30 am and 9:00 am for all day children 

and 8:40 am – 9:00 am for ½ day children as well as academic 

day children.   You will sign up via “sign up genius”.  

2. Once you arrive, you will pull all the way up to the arrival tent. 

3. A teacher will come to your car to watch the parent take their 

child’s temperature with their own thermometer and it is 

recorded into our school log. As the temperature is being 

taken, the teacher asks the CDC (Center for Disease Control) 

questions about COVID-19. If the child has a temperature of 

100.4 degrees or higher, the child is unable to stay at school. 

4. The child is then escorted by our teachers to wash their 

hands. 

b) Departure 

1. You will sign up for a departure time via the sign-up genius. 

2. The time is from 3 – 3:15 pm for academic day children and 

from 4 – 6:30 for extended day children.  If your child is at 

GCDS for ½ day, your child’s teacher will bring him / her to 

your car. 

3. Parent pulls their car up to the tent at their scheduled pick-up 

time. 

4. A designated teacher will escort the child to the parent’s car. 

c) It is very important NOT to make appointments for your children 

during the academic day.  From 9 am to 3 pm, no one is at the check-

in table to greet your children in the morning and record his/ her 

temperature or to bring your child you, unless it is after 3:00 pm. 

II. Masks 

A. Children 2 and older are required to bring 2 masks in a Ziplock back 

daily.  The masks are sent home daily to be washed. 

B. When purchasing a mask for your child, make sure it fits his or her 

face.   



C. Have your child practice wearing a mask at home if they are not used 

to it because if we are inside, masks are to be worn.  Although, for 

the most part, we are outdoors and don’t need to wear masks. 

III. Lunches 

A. Lunches must be in brown paper bags (NO LUNCH BOXES.) 

B. We are a “NUT-FREE” school.  No food should contain nuts due to 

allergies. 

C. All items in lunches must be disposable (NO TUPPERWARE 

CONTAINERS.) 

D. Pack extra snacks for your child (morning snack, lunch, afternoon 

snack.) 

E. All lunches will be kept in coolers. 

IV. Other items to bring 

A. Plastic Backpack (can be found on Amazon at the following link:  

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=plastic+backpack&crid=312ZC7WUECV3

V&sprefix=plastic+backpack%2Caps%2C205&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-

p_1_16 

B. Extra clothes in a Ziplock placed in your plastic backpack. 

C. Water bottle:  Your child’s teacher will refill it. 

 

COVID PRECAUTIONS 
 

I. Illness due to COVID-19 

1. Any teacher or child exposed to a person diagnosed with a 

confirmed or probable case of COVID-19: 

1. They May not work or attend school until they have 

completed self-quarantine following the CDC guidelines. 

2. Persons who have recovered from COVID-19 must be 

cleared for release from isolation according to CDC 

guidelines. 

2. If a class has a teacher or child that is found to have a 

confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 at the facility: 

1. The class shall quarantine following the CDC guidelines. 

2. Individuals may not work at or attend until completing self-

quarantine and obtaining clearance from an individual 

primary-care physician. 



3. Follow-exposure plan in the school’s health program. 

4. Communicate with the health department. 

5. Based on consultation with the local health department, 

the entire facility may be closed based on the level of 

contact and potential exposure. 

6. Wait 24 hours, then complete extra cleaning/disinfection 

of the facility, all areas not just high touch surfaces, and 

wait at least 5 days to bring in the next group. 

3. If a staff member or a child develops symptoms of COVID-19 

(fever, cough, shortness of breath) during school, safely isolate 

the person and place a mask or face covering in our Isolation 

Room. Contact the youth health supervisor and the 

parent/guardian immediately of any case of COVID-19 while 

maintaining confidentiality in accordance with the American with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) and arrange for safe transportation to a 

healthcare facility or home. Advise those who have had close 

contact with a person diagnosed with COVID-19 to stay home, 

self-monitor for symptoms, and follow CDC guidance if symptoms 

develop. 

4. If your child becomes ill while at school, you will be notified 

immediately for your child’s prompt dismissal. If your child is 

sent home with a fever of 100 degrees, diarrhea, vomiting, etc., 

your child may not return to school for at least 24 hours after 

the symptoms have stopped. We will notify you promptly in the 

event of an emergency. Unless otherwise instructed, your child 

will be transported to the nearest hospital. 

5. Every child will stay with 1 very small class that has the same 

teacher all day. This model helps in preventing the speed of 

COVID-19. When our teachers rotate to different learning 

stations outdoors, on our 40 acres, the teachers will immediately 

disinfect touchable surfaces before going to the next learning 

station. The teacher will also model for her students the 

importance of washing their hands between our learning stations. 

II. Further precautions to prevent COVID-19  

1. In cases where we have to come inside the building due to inclement 

weather 

a. each classroom has a Germ Guardian Air Purifier with 

HEPA filter and UVC. 



b. each child has their own Montessori washable mat and 

tray that they will use to put their daily work on. 

c. each child will be assigned an area in the classroom to do 

assigned activities. 

d. individual plastic school containers with their own 

supplies in it. 

e. For an extra layer of protection in each classroom, we 

replaced our normal filters with MERV13 filters.  They 

contain commercial, industrial, and medical-grade 

MERV13 material that protects against airborne 

particles.  MERV13 air filtration material cleans and 

protects schools, offices, warehouses, and medical 

facilities. 

f. Each teacher carries their own waterproof bag around 

the property that contains their own disinfecting bottle 

and rags, which are changed daily. 

 

 

EMPLOYMENT AT GCDS 
 

Substitutes – we are in the process of looking for substitutes.  If anyone 

knows anyone who loves to work with children, please send them our way. 

 

 

FIELD TRIPS 
 

Unfortunately, we were just informed by the Office of Child Care / Maryland State 

Department of Education, that we still are not allowed to go on Field Trips.  Since 

we are unable to go to Sharp’s Farm on Friday, October 15th, 2021, the pumpkin 

patch will be coming to Glenwood Country Day School. 

 

STUDENT PARENT HANDBOOK 
 

The 2021-2022 Student and Parent Handbook has been available on the GCDS 

website. This resource is helpful for navigating the school year and includes 

information about  GCDS, policies and services available to support and enrich 

learning. A printed version of the handbook is no longer provided. 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ABftM8Q0Vmlb-uDTv0qeAQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjJipmP0QoaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNwc3Mub3JnL2Fib3V0LXVzL2hhbmRib29rL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYUDm9kRh4XwJWVIrYWRtaW5pc3RyYXRpb25AZ2xlbndvb2Rjb3VudHJ5ZGF5c2Nob29sLmNvbVgEAAAAAQ~~


 

ABSENCE / EMAIL REMINDER  

 
Please email the school if your child is going to be absent.  Please   the child’s 

name, date of the absence, and the reason for the absence. 


